
Air Force Chief of Staff Gen. Mark A. Welsh III was the 
keynote speaker in New York City on May 13 at a half-day 
symposium titled “National Security in Uncertain Times,” 
sponsored by the Air Force Association’s Mitchell Institute 
for Aerospace Studies, AFA’s Iron Gate Chapter, and the 
Union League Club of New York City.

Welsh told the audience of New York business and fi nance 
community leaders that some 220,000 airmen provide vital 
support to US military operations around the world each day, 
yet their contributions are often unfairly reduced to the term 

“enablers” in Pentagon budget conversations.
“It is not evil intent. It is just lack of understanding, but 

it is crushing the Air Force,” said Welsh. “This is a big deal 
and it is our fault,” he added, because the Air Force hasn’t 
told the story of these airmen “well enough.”

Welsh equated the work of these airmen—who serve in 
missions like airlift; command and control; intelligence, 
surveillance, and reconnaissance; and nuclear deterrence—to 
the foundation of the Statue of Liberty. “That foundation 
is not visible so people don’t really understand it,” he said.

Mitchell Institute Dean David A. Deptula began the sym-
posium with a speech on the value of airpower. The other 
speakers included: Lt. Gen. Russell J. Handy, 11th Air Force 
commander at JB Elmendorf-Richardson, Alaska; Maj. Gen. 
Steven L. Kwast, commander of the Curtis E. LeMay Center 
for Doctrine Development and Education at Maxwell AFB, 
Ala.; and Christopher D. Miller, retired Air Force lieutenant 
general. Heidi H. Grant, the Air Force’s deputy undersecre-
tary for international affairs, moderated a panel of foreign 
air attachés.

The Union League Club, located in Manhattan, hosted the 
event. New York opera singer Sarah Viola sang the national 
anthem at the dinner prior to Welsh’s speech. Broadway 
actor Daniel Siford led the crowd in a rousing rendition of 

“The Air Force Song” following Welsh’s speech before the 
symposium adjourned.

UPDATES FROM ACROSS THE NATION ON AFA’S 
ACTIVITIES, OUTREACH, AWARDS, AND ADVOCACY.

Top: The Air Force represents America’s spirit, said Chief of Staff Gen. Mark 
Welsh at New York City’s Union League Club. Circle: Welsh chats with former 
Iron Gate Chapter President Frank Hayes (left), as Col. Robert Spalding, 
chapter member and China Division chief in the Joint Staff’s Strategic 
Plans and Policy Directorate, looks on.

By June L. Kim, Associate Editor 
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CIVIL AIR PATROL CADETS 
VISIT INTREPID MUSEUM

About a dozen local Civil Air Patrol cadets attended 
a Memorial Day ceremony at Manhattan’s Intrepid Sea, Air, 
& Space Museum Complex. The ceremony took place during 
New York City’s Fleet Week, which brought in huge crowds.

Susan Loricchio, vice president for government affairs 
for the Air Force Association’s New Jersey state organiza-
tion, extended VIP invitations to the cadets of  New Jersey’s 
Jersey City Composite Squadron and New York’s Phoenix 
Composite Squadron.

Loricchio said she began inviting civilians and veterans several 
years ago to “the very well-organized memorial tribute” onboard 
USS Intrepid, a decommissioned Navy aircraft carrier-turned-
museum that is anchored in the Hudson River on Manhattan’s 
west side. “It became a yearly ‘pilgrimage’ for me, as it gave depth 
to the meaning of  [veterans’] sacrifi ces.” The Intrepid Museum 
began offering the VIP invitations around that same time.

Adm. Bill Gortney, head of  US Fleet Forces Command and 
New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio spoke briefl y and paid their 

Members of the Paul Revere Chapter in Bedford, Mass., 
spearheaded a clothing drive early this spring to help the 
New England Center for Homeless Veterans in Boston. The 
response was overwhelming. Clothing donations poured in 
from the greater Boston community, along with more than 
$2,500, said Chapter President Paul F. Zauner.

The clothing drive began when Zauner received an 
email from AFA New England Region President Ronald 
Adams informing him that a burst sewer pipe had ruined a 
large amount of clothes the homeless center had on hand. 
Zauner contacted the center and promised to help replace 
the lost items.

Zauner joined forces with airmen from Hanscom Air 
Force Base west of Boston and the Massachusetts National 
Guard. He also enlisted help from other organizations, such 
as the Air Force First Sergeants Association. Together, they 

spread the word about the need for donations and ran the 
clothing drive for a month, said Zauner.

AFFSA members placed collection boxes in buildings 
all around Hanscom. Lt. Col. Karin Killeen of the Massa-
chusetts Air National Guard helped coordinate the efforts, 
noted Zauner.

In early April, volunteers used a National Guard truck 
to haul clothing donations to the center. Zauner later used 
his Ford pickup truck to move another load of clothes to 
the center.

Center officials thanked the volunteers by giving them 
a tour of the facility, which dates back to after World War 
II, when the building was an outpatient clinic for veterans.

The Paul Revere Chapter maintains a close relationship 
with the center and has helped fund its educational activi-
ties in the past.

respects before presenting a commemorative wreath in honor 
of  the men and women who serve or have served.

The ceremony “really hit home,” said Loricchio. It was a 
“very touching program.” The goal was “to have a day of  
appreciation that overrode the department store sales and 
barbeques—no easy task,” she said.

New Jersey and New York CAP members pose as part of a group during the 
Memorial Day ceremony at Manhattan’s Intrepid Sea, Air, & Space Museum 
Complex, May 26, 2014. Second from right is Susan Loricchio, vice president 
of government relations for AFA’s New Jersey state organization.

Top and left: Volunteers deliver clothing donations collected at Hanscom 
AFB, Mass., to the New England Center for Homeless Veterans in downtown 
Boston, April 6, 2014.
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GREEN MOUNTAIN CHAPTER 
RECOGNIZES 
NORWICH CADET

Leaders from the Green Mountain Chapter in Burlington, 
Vt., attended Norwich University’s achievement awards cer-
emony on April 22 to honor an Air Force Reserve Offi cer 
Training Corps cadet.

Spencer Nath, now a senior at the private military col-
lege in Northfi eld, Vt., received an AFA certifi cate for “his 
leadership and future value in positions of  responsibility,” 
according to the citation. Chapter President Raymond Tan-
guay presented the award to Nath and the two posed for a 
photo with university President Richard W. Schneider.

Nath, who is studying electrical engineering, has “a posi-
tive attitude toward AFROTC and school, personal attri-
butes, personal appearance, courtesy, and offi cer potential,” 
reads the certifi cate.

“He ranks in the upper fi ve percent of  [his AFROTC] 
class and ranks in the upper 10 percent of  his graduating 
class,” said Richard F. Lorenz, chapter vice president. Nath 
was one of  nearly 100 cadets recognized out of  the class of  
1,400 cadets.

The awards ceremony is an annual event honoring cadets 
for “specifi c achievements in academia, social, military, and 
athletic areas,” said Lorenz.

∞ With its name, one AFA chapter pays tribute to 

a President: the Harry S. Truman Chapter (Mo.).

∞Three chapters are named for Medal of Honor 

recipients from World War I: Lt. Erwin R. 

Bleckley Chapter (Kan.), Frank Luke Chapter 

(Ariz.), and Capt. Eddie Rickenbacker Memo-

rial Chapter (Ohio).

∞ Five chapters bear the names of Air Force 

Chiefs of Sta� : the Gen. Carl A. “Tooey” Spaatz 

Chapter (N.Y.), Waterman/Twining Chapter 

(Fla.), Orange County/Gen. Curtis E. LeMay 

Chapter (Calif.), Gen. David C. Jones Chapter 

(N.D.), and Gen. Charles A. Gabriel Chapter (Va.).

∞ One chapter is named for a Chief Master 

Sergeant of the Air Force: the Richard D. Kisling 

Chapter (Iowa).

∞ One chapter is named for a husband-and-wife 

team: the Seidel-AFA Dallas Chapter (Texas). 

The late Bob Seidel was a World War II B-24 

fl ight engineer/turret gunner. Helen Seidel has 

held AFA o�  ces at the chapter and state level.

∞One chapter memorializes a local mayor:

the Scott Berkeley Chapter (N.C.) is named

for Goldsboro’s Scott B. Berkeley Sr. He

championed the reopening of Seymour John-

son Field after its inactivation following World 

War II.

DID YOU KNOW?
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The Gen. E. W. Rawlings Chapter in Minneapolis hired 
local commercial artist Liliana Payne to paint an Air Force 
historical mural in the officers club at Minnesota-St. Paul 
Air Reserve Station, home to Air Force Reserve Command’s 
934th Airlift Wing.

The mural focuses on the ties between Minneapolis and 
the Air Force. It honors the late retired Col. Kenneth Wof-
ford, a former Tuskegee Airman and a longtime chapter 
member. It is because of his “focus on educating youth that 
we highlighted him in the 25-foot-by-four-foot mural,” said 
Lawrence J. Sagstetter, Rawlings Chapter president.

The mural also features a B-25 Mitchell bomber from the 
Doolittle Raid taking off from USS Hornet, a C-47 Skytrain 
troop carrier, Red Tail P-51 Mustangs, and the Air Force 
Memorial.

The project kicked off at the end of March and cost $5,000. 
After working on it for nearly 95 hours, Payne completed the 
mural in late April, said Sagstetter. 

The mural spans the length of one wall of the officers club’s 
meeting room. Sagstetter had to secure the approval of the 
934th AW commander and the officers club’s advisory board. 
The whole process took nearly a year of “arduous labor to 
get done,” he said, but the “chapter organized [the] effort 
unlike any project of any other AFA chapter that I know of.”

The chapter, which holds its monthly meetings in the 
room, contributed about half the funds to cover the project. 
Chapter partners, such as Hubbard Broadcasting, along with 
veterans and veterans groups, pitched in the rest.

Sagstetter hopes to have murals painted in the rest of the 
room as funding becomes available. The second wall, which 
is in the planning stages, is 40 feet long and will include a 
painting of a Waco glider.

“The history of the Air Force in the Twin Cities began with 
production of the Waco CG-4A Hadrian glider and modifica-
tion of Doolittle Raider B-25s at manufacturing plants and 
hangars in south Minneapolis,” said Sagstetter.

Left: Minneapolis commercial artist Liliana Payne 
puts the finishing touches on her 25-foot-wide 
wall mural at the officers club of Air Force Reserve 
Command’s 934th Airlift Wing in St. Paul, Minn. 
Rawlings Chapter members and partners funded 
the $5,000 project, which took Payne about 95 
hours to complete. The mural honors the Air 
Force’s ties with the Twin Cities. Right: Payne 
mixes paint. Bottom: Rawlings Chapter President 
Lawrence Sagstetter stands with Payne in front of 
the completed mural. Left of Sagstetter is a B-25 
Mitchell bomber from the Doolittle Raid. Mechan-
ics modified the B-25s used in the April 1942 raid 
at Minneapolis’ Mid-Continent Airlines hangar to 
extend their range. To Payne’s left is a portrait of 
the late, retired Col. Kenneth Wofford, a former 
Tuskegee Airman and longtime chapter member. 
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SIJAN CHAPTER TURNS TO YOUTH 
TO HONOR FALLEN, VETERANS

The Lance P. Sijan Chapter in Colorado Springs, Colo., 
broke away from the norm when it called on two teenagers 
to represent the chapter and lay a commemorative wreath 
in honor of  the fallen at the Pikes Peak Veterans Council’s 
Memorial Day Ceremony.

Most ceremonies have family members of  the fallen and 
veterans participate, said David Shiller, chapter president. But 
in an ongoing effort to include younger members of  the com-
munity, the chapter sent recent high school graduates Avery 
Austin and Shiller’s son, Kyle, to be the chapter’s representatives.

The crowd of  nearly 150 “made it very clear they all strongly 
approved,” said Shiller. “Everyone who was there … left 
with joy in their hearts for our younger generation and their 
promise of  a better future for all of  us,” said Carmen Pesek, 
the council’s event organizer.

The Colorado Springs Gazette praised the boys for their “re-
spect for those who came before them.”

“I feel very honored to just be in a room with so many people 
who have made so many sacrifi ces for their nation,” said Austin. 
His father and mother were Army offi cers and he plans to 
attend the US Military Academy at West Point, N.Y., this fall.

“I just really wanted to follow in his path and go into the 
Air Force to serve our country,” said Kyle Shiller of  his father, 
who is a retired Air Force colonel. The younger Shiller plans 
to join the Air Force Reserve Offi cer Training Corps program 
this fall at Purdue University in West Lafayette, Ind.

FALCON CHAPTER MEMBERS 
“FLY” IN F-35 DEMONSTRATOR

Lockheed Martin invited members of  the Falcon Chapter 
in Jacksonville, Fla., to take a spin in the F-35 fl ight demon-
strator in March as a way to thank them for their support of  
the strike fi ghter program.

The defense contractor had previously asked the chapter 
to contact their members of  Congress about the F-35, said 
Bruce A. Fouraker, chapter president. Members “sent letters 
to key congressional members in 2013 and again in 2014 with 
regard to supporting and funding the F-35,” he said.

The fl ight simulations took place at Unison Industries in 
Jacksonville. Unison supplies the ignition system for the F-35’s 
F135 engine. Participants took turns in the demonstrator where 
they simulated an F-35 taking off  from an aircraft carrier, 
fl ew to speeds of  Mach 1.1 to an enemy ship, and dropped a 
500-pound Joint Direct Attack Munition, said Fouraker.

The next stage was the fun part, he said. “You do a victory 
roll. The stick is easy to use and the airplane is responsive.”

The chapter also received an update on the status of  the 
program.

Rep. Ander Crenshaw (R-Fla.), one of  the congressmen 
the chapter had written to, came out to show his support. He 
spoke about the importance of  the fi fth generation fi ghter, 
especially with China and Russia developing their own fourth 
and fi fth generation fi ghters, reported Fouraker.

Lawrence Belge, AFA’s Florida Northeast Area vice president and Falcon 
Chapter director, takes his turn in the F-35 mobile cockpit demonstrator 
at Unison Industries in Jacksonville, Fla.
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Larry Louden, president of the Lewis E. Lyle Chapter in Hot Springs, 
Ark., presents an AFA citation to high school junior Bridget Gilm-
ore during an awards banquet and ceremony in May. Gilmore, 
now a senior, was the JROTC cadet commander at Arkansas High 
School in Texarkana, according to Chapter Secretary Morris Cash. 
Gilmore hopes to attend the Air Force Academy in 2015 and study 
aerospace engineering. More than 100 people gathered in the 
school cafeteria for the event.

AFA members in California honored Ken Nishiyama (right) in March 
at the Bakersfi eld Airport with an AFA certifi cate and plaque. Nishi-
yama, of the Charles Hudson Chapter in Bakersfi eld, has been an 
AFA member since 1957 and “held every offi cer position” at the 
chapter before stepping down in 2013 as chapter vice president, 
said Donald Vanhook (left), president of the California AFA Area II. 

“Ken has been a great asset to AFA during his 56 years of dedicated 
service,” said Vanhook.
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GET MORE INFO OR REGISTER A TEAM AT WWW.USCYBERPATRIOT.ORG

IS YOUR AFA CHAPTER...

• Establishing a CyberPatriot coordinator within the chapter?

• Staying connected with CyberPatriot news?

• Reaching out to local high schools, middle schools, 

and community organizations? When CyberPatriot experimented with opening 
up to middle schools in 2013, more than 80 teams 

registered. With that resounding success, Middle School 
is now an offi cial division of CyberPatriot VII.

SUPPORT CYBERPATRIOT, 

AFA’S NATIONAL YOUTH CYBER EDUCATION PROGRAM
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